
The Way of the Cross

Opening Devotions

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

V. We will glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ:
R. In whom is our salvation, our life and resurrection.

Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we 
may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby 
you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.First Station



First Station

Jesus prays in the garden.
Luke 22: 39-42

Jesus went out as usual to the 
Mount of Olives, and his 
disciples followed him.  On 
reaching the place, he said to 
them, "Pray that you will 
not fall into temptation."
He withdrew about a stone's 
throw beyond them, knelt 
down and prayed,

"Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me; 
yet not my will, but yours be 
done."

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty, 

Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us.



Second Station

Jesus is betrayed.
Mark 14: 43-46

Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was 
a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the 
teachers of the law, and the elders.  Now the betrayer had arranged a signal 
with them:  "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under 
guard."

Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him.
The men seized Jesus and arrested him.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Third Station

Jesus is condemned 
by the Sanhedrin.
Matthew 26: 62-66 

Then the high priest 
stood up and said to 
Jesus, "Are you not 
going to answer? ˆ

But Jesus 
remained silent. The 
high priest said to him, 
"I charge you under 
oath by the living God: 
Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God."

"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the 
future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 
One and coming on the clouds of heaven."

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have 
heard the blasphemy.  What do you think?" 

"He is worthy of death," they answered.

Let us pray. (Silence) 

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us



Fourth Station

Peter denies knowing Jesus.
Matthew 26: 69-75

Now Peter was sitting 
out in the courtyard, 
and a servant girl 
came to him. 
"You also were with 
Jesus of Galilee," she 
said.
But he denied it 
before them all. "I 
don't know what 
you're talking about," 
he said.
Then he went out to 
the gateway, where 
another girl saw him 

and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth."
He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!"
After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, 

"Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away."
Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, 

"I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed.
Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the 

rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and 
wept bitterly.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Fifth Station

Jesus is condemned by Pilate.
Matthew 27: 11-24

Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked 
him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied.

When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no 
answer.

Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you hear the testimony they are 
bringing against you?"

But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge--to the great 
amazement of the governor.

Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 
chosen by the crowd.  At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Barabbas.  So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one 



do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?"  
For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him.

While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this 
message: "Don't have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have 
suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him."

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.

"Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the 
governor. 

"Barabbas," they answered.
"What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. 
They all answered, "Crucify him!"
"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted 

all the louder, "Crucify him!"
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an 

uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the 
crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your 
responsibility!"

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Sixth Station

Jesus is scourged and crowned with thorns.
Mark 15: 16-19

The soldiers led Jesus away into 
the palace (that is, the 
Praetorium) and called together 
the whole company of soldiers.
They put a purple robe on him, 
then twisted together a crown of 
thorns and set it on him.  And 
they began to call out to him, 
"Hail, king of the Jews!"  Again 
and again they struck him on 
the head with a staff and spit on 
him. Falling on their knees, they 
paid homage to him.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Seventh Station

Jesus takes up his cross.
John 19: 16-17

Finally Pilate handed 
him over to them to be 
crucified. So the soldiers 
took charge of Jesus.  
Carrying his own cross, he 
went out to the place of the 
Skull (which in Aramaic is 
called Golgotha).

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Eighth Station

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus.
Luke 23:26

As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on 
his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it 
behind Jesus.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Ninth Station

Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.
Luke 23:27-31

A large number 
of people followed 
him, including women 
who mourned and 
wailed for him.  Jesus 
turned and said to 
them, "Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me; weep for 
yourselves and for 
your children.  For the 
time will come when 
you will say, 'Blessed 
are the barren women, 
the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts 
that never nursed!'  
Then "'they will say to 
the mountains, "Fall on 
us!" and to the hills, 
"Cover us!"'

For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen 
when it is dry?"

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Tenth Station

Jesus is crucified.
Luke 23: 33-38

When they came to the 
place called the Skull, 
there they crucified him, 
along with the 
criminals--one on his 
right, the other on his 
left.
Jesus said, "Father, 
forgive them, for they 
do not know what they 
are doing." And they 
divided up his clothes 
by casting lots.
The people stood 
watching, and the rulers 
even sneered at him. 
They said, "He saved 
others; let him save 

himself if he is the Christ 
of God, the Chosen One."

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."

There was a written notice above him, which read: 
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Eleventh Station

Jesus promises paradise to the thief.
Luke 23: 39-43

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!"

But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, 
"since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."

Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom."

Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise."

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Twelfth Station

Jesus cares for his mother.
John 19:25-27

Near the cross of Jesus stood 
his mother, his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus 
saw his mother there, and the 
disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his 
mother, "Dear woman, here is 
your son," and to the disciple, 
"Here is your mother." From 
that time on, this disciple took 
her into his home.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Thirteenth Station

Jesus dies.
Luke 23: 44-47

It was now about the 
sixth hour, and darkness 
came over the whole land 
until the ninth hour, for 
the sun stopped shining. 
And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two.

Jesus called out with 
a loud voice, "Father, into 
your hands I commit my 
spirit." When he had said 
this, he breathed his last.

The centurion, 
seeing what had 
happened, praised God 
and said, "Surely this was 
a righteous man."

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.



Fourteenth Station

Jesus is laid in the tomb.
Luke 23: 50-56

Now there was a 
man named Joseph, a 
member of the Council, 
a good and upright man, 
who had not consented 
to their decision and 
action. He came from the 
Judean town of 
Arimathea and he was 
waiting for the kingdom 
of God.

Going to Pilate, he 
asked for Jesus' body.  
Then he took it down, 
wrapped it in linen cloth 
and placed it in a tomb 
cut in the rock, one in 
which no one had yet 
been laid.

Let us pray. (Silence)

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.


