
Seasons, Colors and Symbols  
of the Episcopal Liturgical Year 

 
ADVENT CHRISTMAS EPIPHANY
 JESUS’ 

BAPTISM 
ASH 
WEDNESDAY 
&

LENT

PALM 
SUNDAY

HOLY 
WEEK

GOOD  
FRIDAY

December

4 Weeks

The 4th 
Sunday 
before 
Christmas

December


12 Days

Starting with 
December 
25


Feast Day

January


January 6 
to Fat 
Tuesday


Feast Day

January


Sunday 
after 
Epiphany


February 


Starts the 
46th day 
before Easter 
- 40 days of 
fasting

Between 
February 4 
- March 10  

1 Day the 
Sunday 
before 

Ash 
Wednesda
y

March or 
April


1 Week

Tenebrae, 
Maundy 
Thursday


March- 
April


1 Day


Friday 
before 
Easter

Annunci-
ation &

Anticipa-
tion

Incarnation Revelation Author-

ization 

Reflection 
and Prepar-

ation

Petition Crucifixion Reconcil-

iation

Royal Blue White Gold

or White

White Purple Red Red Black

Four Blue  
Candles

Manger

 
Star


White Christ 

Candle

Three 
Crowns

Shell Ashes Palm 
Branches

Basin for 
Foot 
Washing


Communion 
Cup

Crown of 
Thorns,


Cross



EASTER ASCENSION PENTECOST HOLY 
TRINITY 

SUNDAY

TRANSFIGUR
-ATION

ALL 
SAINTS 

DAY

CHRIST 

THE 

KING

ORDINARY 
 
TIME

Between 
March22- 
April 25


50 Days


7 Sundays


Feast Day 

May


1 Day


40 Days 
after Jesus' 
Resurrection


Feast Day

Bewtween 
May 10-June 
14


1 Day


Lasts all 
during 
Ordinary Time


Feast Day

First 
Sunday 
after 
Pentecost


Feast Day

August 6
 Novembe
r 1st


Feast 
Day

Sunday 
before 
Advent

After 
Pentecost 
and before 
Advent


~24 weeks

Resurrec-
tion

Exaltation  Creation of 
the Church

Unification 
of the 
Godhead

Glorification

of Christ

Commem
-oration

Exalta-
tion

Action


Sanctifica-

tion

White  
or Gold

Blue 

or White

Red Gold or 
White

White or Gold Gold & 
White

White or 
Gold

Green

Butterfly 

White 
Garment


Bright Sun

Clouds


Jesus rising 
from the 
earth

Flame

Or Dove

Triangle Glowing Stars

Or 

White 

Robes


Candles


Crown Wine, 

Loaves and 
Fishes


Growth



